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No fast lanes in Brookside 



By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

BROOKSIDE — Crystal Notz remem¬ 
bers when people came here from miles 
around to worship and dance. 

Notz is a self-proclaimed "Brookside 
pioneer.” She and her husband of 50 
years, Richard, 4284 Oconto County J, 
said this community in southeastern 
Oconto County once centered on church 
and supported a healthy contingent of 
businesses. 

Brookside was home to two churches, 
a grade school, hotel and dance hall, feed 
mill, cheese factory, auto repair shop and 
three taverns. People flocked to Boots’ 
Danceland every week. 

The 1960s brought change as parishes 
relocated or closed, and the school shut 
down. As farming declined in the area, 
some businesses faltered and many 

_ closed in the 

Press-Gazette photos last decade, 
by Ken Wesely 'When the 
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Brookside it seemed like all the people 
followed,” Richard Notz said. 

Many small farms in the area consoli¬ 
dated and many residents are retired or 
work in Green Bay. A small core of busi¬ 
nesses, most revived with new owners in 
the last three years, keep community 
commerce alive. 

The Pensaukee Town Hall is here and 
Brookside is home base for the Pensau¬ 
kee Fire Department. The former grade 
school is now the Brookside Community 
Center, the site for an occasional chil¬ 
dren’s party or American Legion meet¬ 
ing. 

Young families are moving into exist¬ 
ing homes in Brookside and new con¬ 
struction is on the outskirts, Ellen Me- 
lotte, 4705 Brookside Road, said. She and 
her husband Rod and his brother Jerry 
Melotte own Melotte's Meat Market, 
4705 Brookside Road. 

"The kids enjoy the schools (in the 
Oconto School District),” she said. 
"There’s lots of area to play and lots of 
kids in the area." 

Jim Murphy owns Murphy’s Iron & 
Auto Salvage, 4830 Brookside Road. Al¬ 
though he is a resident of Little Suamico. 
he helped solve a fire department dilem¬ 
ma for the town of Pensaukee when he 
bought the salvage yard three years ago. 

"When I bought the business they 
needed help during the day when a lot of 
people are at work,” Murphy said. "If we 
get a fire during the day I’ve got the fire 
phone right here.” 

A fresh-baked loaf of bread on John 
and Evelyn Zima’s kitchen counter sym¬ 
bolizes the community harmony here. A 
neighbor often sends them a sampling of 
bread and cookies she bakes. 

"We’ve got some of the best neighbors 
around — like a big family,” said Evelyn 
Zima, 4750 Brookside Road. "If some¬ 
body’s gone, we’ll watch their house. If 
somebody’s sick, we’ll go over there.” 

The Zimas, former owner’s of a Brook¬ 
side auto repair shop, are retired. John 
Zima still does minor repair jobs in his 
spare time and the couple bowls at least 
two times a week. 

It certainly isn’t life in the fast lane, 


Lotsa Notzes: Richard and Crys¬ 
tal Notz sit in the kitchen of their 
home as they proudly show al- 


but that’s the reason many Brookside 
residents stay. 

"It’s been pretty good to me. It’s the 
only place I’ve ever lived." Crystal Notz 


bums containing photos of their 
15 children and some of their 
other relatives. 


said. "I’d sure never go to a city. I’ve al¬ 
ways been a country girl.” 

■ Next week: Rio Creek in Kewaunee 
County 


The Brookside file 

□ Population: About 60 

□ Roots: A small building once was 
known as the German School " Crystal 
Notz says the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church owned it and the congregation 
was made up of German descendants 

□ All in the family: Dale Vanden Lan- 
genberg felt at home when he bought 
the tavern at 4609 Brookside Road The 
bar was owned by his father 30 years 
ago. It now is Dale and Jane’s Tavern. 


“When the churches left Brookside it seemed tike all the 
people followed.” 

— Richard Notz 
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Book it: Jerry Melotte and his sister-in-law Ellen 
Melotte look at a cookbook at Melotte’s Meat Market. 



Start me up: Jim Murphy checks a car at Murphy s 
Iron & Auto Salvage in Brookside. 












